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Preface
This volume contains a selection of papers presented at the minisemester `Selected
Topics in Discrete Mathematics' that took place in Warsaw, Poland from 26 August to
28 September 1996. It was organized in the Stefan Banach International Mathematical
Center of the Polish Academy of Sciences and hosted more than 120 participants.
The conference lasted for ve weeks, the focal topics of which were, respectively,
the below mentioned issues:
1. Coverings, packings and codes
2. Isoperimetric problems in discrete mathematics, expanders
3. Random graphs
4. Graph theory: coloring, paths, cycles and embeddings
5. Partially ordered sets.
This meeting was sponsored by the Banach Center and the KBN (i.e., Polish State
Committee for Scientic Research). We would like to express our gratitude to the
referees of all papers of this volume.
Sadly, the conference turned out to be the last one for Professor Paul Erd}os. He
spent two weeks in Warsaw attending talks and discussing mathematical problems.
The last lecture he gave took place just two days before his death and it concerned
recent problems in graph theory. He died from a heart attack during the conference on
September 20 in a Warsaw hospital.
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